Pyogenic vertebral osteomyelitis as a complication of an abdominal stab wound.
Haematogenous seeding from the genitourinary tract and the rectosigmoid region may cause pyogenic vertebral osteomyelitis. Diagnosis is often difficult due to misleading symptoms. Infection in this case arose as a complication of an abdominal stab wound which has been reported only once previously. Our patient suffered from increasing back pain for two months after the abdominal stab wound and laparotomy, before the true nature of the disease was diagnosed. The diagnosis was confirmed radiologically and by blood culture (Staphylococcus aureus). ASTA (antistaphylolysin titre) appeared to have diagnostic value in continuing hidden staphylococcal infection. Antibiotics and bed rest were effective in treatment. The patient subsequently made a full recovery and returned to his work. The physical signs and the principles of diagnosis and management of pyogenic vertebral osteomyelitis are discussed.